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Foreword
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Today we join united in celebrating and reflecting on 50 Years of the
Cambodian Red Cross (CRC). We are honored to be part of the
international community of the Red Cross which has existed for over 142
years and part of a family of 181 National Societies around the world.

Looking back on CRC's history, it is one of triumph and hardship, as told by
this book. Its beginnings date back to 1955 when it was established and
officially recognized as the 85th National Society to be recognized by the
ICRC and admitted into the International Federation in 1960. Sadly, during
the period of the genocide in the 1970's the act ivies of the National Society
had to be suspended due to the instability of the country. But after many
years of turmoil and civil unrest, the Cambodian Red Cross was
re-established thanks to the spirit and persistence of Red Cross activists,
Red Cross volunteers and strong support from the local and international
communities. Since then the CRC has undergone many positive changes
as we look to the future. We have many people to thank for these changes.

On behalf of the CRC Central Committee, | would like to give my deepest
respect and gratitude to His Majesty King Father and Her Majesty Queen
Mother for their outstanding dedication and inspiration, unconditionally
encouraging humanitarian activities and proudly hoisting the Red Cross flag.
| wish to give recognition to our ancestors and all volunteers who sacrificed
their lives for humanitarian causes and extended resolute assistance to the
most vulnerable. Also, | wish to express my sincere gratitude to the
International Committee of the Red Cross, the International Federation,
and all participating National Societies and stakeholders who have played
an active role in assisting the Cambodian Red Cross. In addition, | feel very
honored to be able to give thanks to the Royal Government of Cambodia
and the authorities, who at all levels, have extended strong support and
good cooperation in helping the Cambodian Red Cross coordinate and
facilitate all its humanitarian operations.

Finally, on behalf of the Cambodian Red Cross, | would like to express my
sincere thanks to our donors, generous people from all walks of life and
national and international organizations who have graciously contributed to
the growth of the Cambodian Red Cross. May the POWER OF
HUMANITY exist everywhere on earth to protect human dignity.

Bun Rany Hun Sen
President
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